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Let’s get this year off to a great start by getting involved, and making a true effort to see that
our veterans receive the benefits to which they are entitled (and which they were promised).
The Ladies Auxiliary is a large group, and our Senators and Representatives listen to groups
when they hear from their members in large numbers. We can truly make an impact, and play
a vital role in helping our veterans. President Jan’s theme this year is, “Together, We Can
Achieve the Extraordinary.” The Legislative/VFW-PAC Program is one that requires us to
do just that if we are truly going to make a difference.

My role as your Department Chairman is to keep you informed of current legislation and to get
all Auxiliaries involved in both the Legislative and VFW-PAC program. | have included two
sample letters in these General Orders, and | urge you to take those few minutes that it takes
to sit down and write, call, or e-mail our legislators

A contact list of our Senators and Representatives is also enclosed with these General Orders.
In order to save space, | have limited the contact list to the main offices. However, if you wish
to have a more complete list, please feel free to ask me, and | will send it to you.

The VFW-PAC program is probably one of the least understood programs of the Ladies
Auxiliary. While candidates are never endorsed by the VFW or Auxiliary, it is of major
importance to do all we can to see that the legislators who are elected support veterans. By
doing so, it is much more likely that those who served will be given the entitlements that they
were promised.

At the Program Fair, which was held at the State Convention, | sold VFW-PAC pins to those
who wished to purchase them. However, not everyone is able to attend the convention, so
please contact me if you wish to purchase pins. They are $2.00 each, and | will send you as
many as you want if you contact me. It is very simple to hold a fundraiser to support VFW-
PAC—a raffle or bingo will do the trick! You can find the address to where to send your
donations in the Program Book, but to make it easier for you, | will list it here:

VFW-PAC
200 Maryland Ave. NE
Washington, DC 20002

Our National President’'s themeis“ Our Dr e ams B e c olLets allRvark togbtloenirs . ”
the Legislative/VFW-PAC Program to create a rainbow that spans from top to bottom over the
great state of Illinois!



LEGISLATIVE CONTACTS

PRESIDENT:

President George W. Bush

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, DC 20500

Phone: 1-202-456-1414

Comment Line: 1-202-456-1111
e-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. SENATORS (ILLINOIS):

(1) RICHARD J. DURBIN
Web Site: durbin.senate.gov
E-MAIL: http://durbin.senate.gov/contact.cfm

Washington Office:

309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1304
Phone: (202) 224-2152

Fax: (202) 228-0400

Main District Office:

230 South Dearborn Street, Suite 3892
Chicago, IL 60604

Phone: (312) 353-4952

Fax: (312) 353-0150

(1) BARACK OBAMA

Web Site: obama.senate.gov
Washington Office:

713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-1305
Phone: (202) 224-2854

Fax: (202) 228-4260

e-mail: obama.senate.gov/contact

Main District Office:

230 South Dearborn Street, Suite 3900
Chicago, IL 60604

Phone: (312) 886-3506

Fax: (312) 886-3514

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE:

TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON
Web Site: www.house.gov/timjohnson

Washington Office:

1207 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1315
Phone: (202) 225-2371

Fax: (202) 226-0791

STATE GOVERNMENT

GOVERNOR ROD V. BLAGOJEVICH:

207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: (217) 782-0244
Fax: (217) 524-4049

Main District Office:

100 W. Randolph St., Ste. 16-100
Chicago, IL 60601-3220

Phone: (312) 814-2121

Fax: (312) 814-6183

ATTORNEY GENERAL:

LISA MADIGAN

500 S. Second Street
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: (217) 782-1090

STATE SENATOR:

DALE RIGHTER

916 Broadway
Mattoon, IL 67938
Phone: (888) 235-6033
Fax: (217) 235-6052

Springfield:
M103C Capitol Building
Springfield, IL 62706

STATE REPRESENTATIVE:

ROGER EDDY

108 S. Main Street, P.O. Box 125
Hutsonville, IL 62433

Phone: (618) 563-4128

e-mail: reddyunitl@aol.com

Springfield:

222 N. Stratton Office Bldg.
Springfield, IL 62706
Phone: (217) 558-1040



SAMPLE LEGISLATIVE LETTER #1, TO BE SENT TO SENATORS OBAMA & DURBIN:
(Note: If you would like to send this by e-mail, contact me at spindler6@mchsi.com, and
| will forward it to you to copy and paste into an e-mail).

From: (Your Name & Auxiliary)
Address, Phone

Date:

Honorable Richard J. Durbin and Honorable Barack Obama

309 Hart Senate Office Building 713 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510-1304 Washington, D.C. 20510-1305
Re: S.225

Dear Senators Durbin and Obama;:

As a member of the VFW Ladies Auxiliary, | am writing to encourage you to support Senate Bill
S.225. As you are no doubt aware, this bill would amend the entitlements for veterans under
their group insurance plan, pertaining to group insurance benefits during the period of October
7, 2001 through November 5, 2005. The bill currently entitles service members to apply,
through the Group Life Insurance Program, for retroactive benefits from traumatic injury only if
the injury was incurred, as determined by the Secretary of the Military, to be a direct result of
Operation Enduring Freedom or Iraqgi Freedom.

During this time, there were many members of our military who were serving our country in
other areas, and were injured. Any person who volunteers to serve, and sustains traumatic
injuries, should be entitled to the same retroactive benefits under the insurance program,
regardless of the theater of operations. All put themselves in harm’s way to defend America’s
freedoms, and all deserve to be treated equally under the group insurance program. Please
support Senate Bill S.225!

Thank you for taking time to read this letter. | would appreciate receiving a response in regard
to this issue at your earliest convenience. | can be contacted at the above address or
telephone number.

Sincerely,
Your Name, Title, Aux. Number


mailto:spindler6@mchsi.com

(Sample Letter No. 2. This letter can be sent to all Legislators). Itis one of the most

recent ALegislative Al ertso sent out by the VFV
for military retirees. Let’s all try to help this legislation pass, so our retired veterans

don’t have to do without other things to pay their medical bills! That is unfair!

Reply to: Your name
Address
Phone Number

Date:

The Honorable Timothy V. Johnson
1207 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-1315

Dear U.S. Representative Johnson:

As a member of the VFW Ladies Auxiliary, | am writing to express my opposition to the
Department of Defense (DOD) proposed TRICARE fee increases for military retirees under the
age of 65 and their families.

One of the primary benefits of a military career is that retirement benefits are exceptional. For
that reason, the DOD is committed to providing retired service members (who have endured
extraordinary sacrifice) with benefits that are greater than those afforded to civilian employees.

DOD has proposed to reduce costs by a total of $1.2 billion for Fiscal Year 2009 (FY09) by
raising current fees, co-pays and deductibles, along with establishing a new TRICARE
standard fee. They claim that such actions are necessary in order to lower the budget for
health care spending over the next decade. However, as a result of this legislation, some
military retirees will face increases of up to $1,000 in their annual payments.

| believe that increasing TRICARE military health insurance premiums, deductibles, and co-
payments devalues the service and sacrifice of millions of military men and women, and could
consequently hurt the retention and readiness of our Armed Forces.

It is my sincere hope you will urge your colleagues to resist political pressures to impose these
TRICARE fee increases for military retirees under the age of 65. This is an unfair burden that
will be placed on the shoulders of those who have bravely defended our country.

| would appreciate a response to this communication at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,
(Your Name, Aux. Number and Title)



